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Editorial: Voters should end
Gillmor era in Santa Clara

Elect Anthony Becker as mayor and reelect
incumbents Raj Chahal in District 2 and Karen
Hardy in District 3
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Since Lisa Gillmor became mayor in 2016, she has engaged in an
ongoing feud with the San Francisco 49ers over management of
Levi’s Stadium. (Bay Area News Group File Photo)
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recommendations.

Santa Clara needs a clean break from the divisive politics of
Mayor Lisa Gillmor.

When we encouraged voters to approve Measure J in 2010 to
bring the 49ers to Santa Clara, we argued that the city had a
“highly respected city staff” that could deal with the stadium.

But since becoming mayor in 2016, Gillmor has engaged in “my
way or the highway” politics that has divided the city, created a
dysfunctional council atmosphere, caused constant staff
turnover and led to costly lawsuits that contributed to the
current $27 million budget deficit.

Gillmor’s opponent, Anthony Becker, is not an ideal candidate.
But it's time for Gillmor to go, and Becker would be an
improvement. Santa Clara voters should elect him mayor and
reelect council members Raj Chahal in District 2 and Karen
Hardy in District 3.

The staggering sum of money the 49ers are pouring into the
mayoral race and two council campaigns is troubling. But it
began after Gillmor and her council allies intensified their fight
with the team rather than resolving differences.
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We abhor the hundreds of thousands of dollars the 49ers are
spending supporting Becker, Chahal and Hardy. It casts a cloud
on council members’ decisions. But the evidence that they are
in the team’s pocket is far from conclusive.

A civil grand jury report released Monday accused the council’s
so-called “49ers Five" — Becker, Chahal, Hardy, Suds Jain and
Kevin Park — of cozying up to the team. The council members,
the report charged, neglected their duties to constituents and
potentially violated state law.

But the grand jury didn’t interview any 49ers representatives.
Nor did it talk to Becker or Chahal to hear their side. That
omission is unusual for a grand jury. Instead, the report largely
parroted Gillmor’s narrative of events.

As a result, it
contains multiple o
errors, such as the
charge that the
49ers are at fault
for failing to book
non-NFL stadium
events that would
generate promised
revenues for the
city. That failure
was largely due to
the pandemic
coupled with the
Gillmor-led council
decision in 2017 to
not allow
weeknight concerts
that go beyond 10
p.m.

v 4
Anthony Becker
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Before that decision, non-
NFL events had generated
$8.6 million for the city in
the stadium’s first three
years of operation. And
after the new council
majority reversed Gillmor’s
policy and allowed five
weeknight concerts a year,
the 49ers booked big-name
events this year that will
generate an expected $2
million for the city.

The grand jury should
interview all parties
involved. It would learn that
four of the 49ers Five —
Chahal, Hardy, Jain and Park  Raj Chahal

— say they voted no on

Measure ] in 2010. They would learn that settling the 49ers
lawsuit was the right course of action and ended the city's $2
million-a-year legal expenses. And that the 49ers Five have
publicly said that they wish the team would stop making
independent expenditures supporting their campaigns.

Mayor

We didn't endorse Gillmor or Becker when they faced off in the
2018 election. Then, Becker didn’t have the necessary political
experience. Now, he is more well-versed on Santa Clara’s
stadium, financial and public-safety challenges. But he still
needs to work on leadership skills and respecting those who
disagree with him, as witnessed by his outburst with Gillmor
and Councilwoman Kathy Watanabe during the vote ending the
49ers lawsuit.

But even with those weaknesses, Becker is a better choice than
Gillmor to lead Santa Clara.
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Voters shouldn't
forget that it was
Gillmor who
resisted a 2018
court order that
Santa Clara switch
from an at-large
voting system to six
district elections.
Superior Court
Judge Thomas
Kuhnle’s ruling
made it clear that

the city’s previous
system violated the  Karen Hardy

California Voting

Rights Act. Before then, the city had elected only one non-white
council member in nearly 40 years. The foolhardy lawsuit cost
city taxpayers more than $3.7 million in legal fees, funds that
could have reduced the city’s current deficit.

City Council District 2

Chahal has a reputation for coming to council meetings well-
prepared and being a voice of reason. He is far more
knowledgeable about Santa Clara’s financial and housing
challenges than his opponent, businessman Larry McColloch.
Chahal has an MBA in finance and marketing, an asset when
dealing with complex stadium issues.

Chahal cites resolving the city’s budget deficit as his top
priority. He wants the city to patch differences with the 49ers
and establish a more transparent relationship. McColloch
supports Gillmor’s continued attacks on the 49ers and favors
moving ahead with her efforts to wrest control of the stadium
from the team.

City Council District 3
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Hardy is a high school math teacher who started the computer
science program at Wilcox High School. She is well-versed on
city issues, having served on the council for four years and the
Planning Commission from 1999-2007. She believes resolving
the stadium issues would help the council focus on its financial
issues, including its high salary costs.

Her opponent, Christian Pellecchia, vice president of
operations at Santa Cruz-based Slatter Construction and
former board chair of the Silicon Valley Central Chamber of
Commerce, is knowledgeable about Santa Clara's financial,
housing and public-safety challenges. But he is aligned with
Gillmor on the stadium issues. If he, McColloch and Gillmor are
elected, it would tip control of the council and renew the
litigious fight with the 49ers.
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What a biased article!

Why no mention of the large numbers of meetings
between the 49ers Five and the 49ers lobbyists?

"evidence not conclusive" -- great, investigate
further then.

If the stadium is controlled by the 49ers, what
incentive would there be to book events and bring
in revenue for the city? 8.6 million dollars over 3
years is nothing, surely more revenue could be
generated with the appropriate motivation.

Yielding to a lawsuit without understanding the
long term settlement implications is bad policy
and could irretrievably hurt the city.

This is not to say that Mayor Gillmor and her

Forbidden For 84 Years; New Relief ‘Drops’ Are
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Rugged Carhartt Winter Jackets On...

Dorris: Unsold Laptops Huge Clearance Sale: See
Prices

Here Are 23 of the Coolest Gifts for This 2022
23 Insanely Cool Gadgets You'll Regret Not Getting Before

They Sell Out

New Range Rover SUV Prices

See the new lineup of Range Rovers and all their glory. Get
special offers, deals and low prices.

Bob Saget’s autopsy sparks new questions,
conspiracy theories

Mayim Bialik’s COVID diagnosis comes after
she again declared she’s not anti-vax
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The Best Women's Shoes For Walking And
Standing All Day

These shoes were made for walking and to provide optimal
comfort.

See Search Results For Seniors Homes

Click Here

E-Bikes Clearance Sale

Overwater Bungalow Vacations at...

The Best Men's Shoes for Walking and
Standing All Day
These shoes were made for walking and to provide

optimal comfort.

Dear Abby: He couldn’t shut up, and it cost
him his job

Ask Amy: Our West Coast city is falling apart
and my husband won’t move
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Unsold Ceiling Fans Almost Being Given Away

Browse Unsold Ceiling Fans with These Popular Searches for
Discounts and Promotions

Learn More

Here's How Much Dorris Maids Charge To Clean A
House

How Much Does A Private 24-Hour Live-In Carer in
Dorris Charge? The Price Might Surprise You
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When Should I Start
Collecting Social
Security? [Watch] 2

When it comes to Social Security,
there is a lot to consider.
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